February 27, 1990 LB 123, 594

strike the bill itself and repeal provisions related to the
liability of persons associated with nonprofit sports prograns.
As you may recall, we passed LB 123 previously that dealt with

trying to exenpt persons affiliated with spaorts prograns,
particularly nonprofit sports progranms, fromliability ¢, any
negligent or w llful nisconduct and any liability therefrom
That bill apparently created a lot of confusion ,h4 created. a
lot of adm nistrative problens for persons organizing nonprgfit
sports | eagues, such as the Babe Ruth Baseball Program gnq the
Little League Prograns and so on. Sp this bi|ll was brought by
Senator Johnson to try and clarify sone of the |anguage in~ hat
p?rti cul ar tllegi sl Eéti 08 antd tdr_y t(t) britng some ki nd of senbl ance
of organi zation and understanding to it. i i
during the course of a hearing before the JB/Hi culnaorlglr %%d{ tngel'st
was just decided that it would be better to repeal the whole
i ssue because it had created so nmuch confusion and concern and
m sunderstanding that it wasn't worth keeping. g as a result
the conmittee amendnents were adopted, as | understand it, with
the consent of the bill's sponsors. And, of course, Seator
Abboud, as one of the sponsors, is a nmenber of our Judiciary
Committee, as is Senator Pirsch also a nenber of udiciar
Committee, and nmy understanding is that Senator AstorE} allso i

a sponsor and Senator Johnson, who is the chief sponsor, are in
agreenent that the commi ttee amendnents should be adopted and
iusj[ correct the ~confusion and repeal th particular
egi sl ation. So, with that, | would urge the adoption of the
commi ttee amendnents. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Discussion on the adoption of the
commi ttee amendments. Senator Lowel | Johnson, please.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: M. Speaker and menbers of the Legislature,
| think Senator MFarland has portrayed the intent of the bill.
The previous law is ambiguous language and the cumbersome
requirenents for collecting and storing the release forns has
caused several businesses in ny own district, who, prior to the

passage of LB 123, annually sponsored nonprofit sports, to
wi thdraw their support for fear that the law subjected  iphem to

additional |iability. At this point, | would like to direct
your attention to the two handouts which | had the Pages
distribute this morning. These two |etters, gne from Dan

Carman, President of the Fremont YMCA, the other by David

Simons, Vice President of the Fremont National Bank, provide
excell ent cases in point of how ¢pe sports liability law is

having an unintended negative inpact on nonprofit sports in
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